
CHS visual arts 
PHOTOGRAPHY  I 
Film/darkroom 
Meeting times/days:     
Steve Coron instructor FA 2018 
 

This is an introductory course in black and white film/darkroom photography. You will explore this art 
and craft, and hopefully achieve a greater understanding of the medium for personal use, or further study in 
photography. We will engage in assignments that will improve your understanding of photographic 
composition, techniques, content, and ways to see your world. 
 

We will progress through a series of assignments, discussions, critiques, demonstrations, and hands-on 
lab sessions; which will posted on the Google Classroom website and linked to Google Calendar.  You will 
make and use a pinhole camera, learn to use a 35 mm camera, develop film, print images in the darkroom, and 
experiment with various processes used in making photographic art.  
 

Grading is based on attendance/participation, lab work, and growth and proficiency, and a mid-term and 
final portfolio that reflects your experience in the course. You must show up work in the studio to be successful 
in the class. This course is project-based, and requires active and regular participation to produce a body of 
photographic work. 

Please be prepared for self-reflective assessment and alternative ways to evaluate your work. Not all 
assignments or activities will be graded, particularly in the initial weeks of the semester. You need time to 
practice and adjust to the workflow of the photography studio, and processes associated with the medium.  

 
 

 
Objectives in this course include: 
 

• Create-Students can apply the creative process, materials, and organizational principles to 
devise works of art and design, individually and collaboratively. 
 

• Perform- Students can intentionally select and apply materials and organizational principles 
to solve specific visual arts problems. 
 

• Respond-Students can analyze, describe, and make connections between visual art and 
design and other disciplines throughout history, cultures, and everyday life. 

 
Complete Michigan Visual Arts Standards found at: 
 https://maeia-artsednetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Standards-Document-for-
Website-cp-ac-2.28-1.pdf 

 
 

*Each studio time you should be engaged in the process by: 
 

• Capturing images 
• Developing film 
• Printing in the darkroom 
• Reading/writing about an aspect of film photography 
• Consulting with the instructor and peers. 

 
 
 
 



Cell phone use: 
 
*You do not need a cell phone to do the photographic work in this class, we use 35 mm cameras. 
Therefore, please be a responsible and respectful user. If you use your cell phone during studio time 
it seems reasonable to assume that you are conducting research or information gathering.   

 
Prints will be due at least every week for scheduled critiques. The schedule for due dates will certainly 

change according to the crazy CH schedule.  No work = no credit.   Each prompt/assignment will be scored on 
a point basis. (10 pts. ea. for ex.) * (see assessment information) 

 
A final portfolio of images and an artists’ statement, (a “Dear Steve” letter), is due the final week of the 
semester. Details of this requirement will be shared soon. 
 

Failure to submit a final portfolio will significantly alter your grade for the course. Your Portfolio 
is graded on a point basis, and will count as your final exam. 
At the nine –week mark, (mid-term), you will submit a process portfolio as a mid-term assessment. 
 

The first two weeks of the course will include primarily discussion, lecture, gallery tours, pinhole 
camera construction, pinhole photography, and research.   A photographer response paper will be due the 
second week of class. Then we will learn to shoot and develop film, before venturing to the world of the 
darkroom.  Thematic prompts will be assigned, as a basis for your pictures. These will include categorical 
themes such as:  landscape, portrait, street, fashion, journalism, and ideas and concepts of our choosing. 
 
You will engage in: 
 
> the ways to work in a photography studio 
> gain control of workflow/deadlines/due dates 
> present your work to others 
> how to write and talk about photography 
> how to expose and develop film 
> how to print from film negatives  
> photographic composition 
> ways to see your world- perception 
> the historical/cultural contexts of the art form 
 
 
Plagiarism: 
 Please be aware of, and abide by, the Ann Arbor Schools policy regarding plagiarism. This applies to the 
images you present for grading, and any writing assignments in the course.  Issues in this regard will be referred 
to the Dean.   
 
 
 
Materials:   
 You will need to secure a 35 mm film camera, in good working order. Sources include: Resale shops, 
Camera Mall in Ann Arbor, Craig’s List. Ask your friends or relatives if they have one you might borrow.  We 
have a small number of cameras that you may borrow, but those are never very reliable.  You will need a sturdy 
 3-ring binder in which to store your negatives and prints. Negative sleeves are essential to protect and organize 
your work.  We can order those in bulk and split the cost.  Film and printing paper is supplied at no cost for the 
first nine weeks. After that time film is $2.00 per role, and 5x7 in. printing paper is 5 sheets for $1.00.  All 
photographic chemicals are supplied at no cost for the entire semester.   
 
Steve’s contact info: 
  coron@aaps.k12.mi.us 



Communicate with me regarding your workflow issues, relative to due dates and assignments. Think 
ahead in the process. 
 
Basic timeline, first nine weeks: 
 
Week 1 
 Introduction to the course, syllabus, Q&A, The Photography Triad,  

start pinhole photography 
 

Week 2  
 Look at photographers, start response papers/slide presentations, pinhole work 
 

Week 3 
 Share photographers, pinhole work, printing, workflow discussion 
 
Week 4 
 Film, exposure, cameras, pinhole images/sharing, darkroom exploration 
 
Week 5 
 Capturing on film, revisit exposure, workflow, The Triad 
 
Week 6 
 Technique, intentional capturing, thematic focus, (yes, pun). 
 
Week 7 
 Composition 
 
Week 8  Content, start creating your mid-term portfolio of images; prints and film. 
 
Week 9 
 Continue working on portfolios, DUE at the end of week 9. 
  
  


